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203 N. Main, Downtown BG
 419-352-5166 
Open weekdays 4 p.m. 





Spring 2020  
         PIZZAS • HOT SUBS • BREADS • WINGS • CHICKEN        
                         CALZONES • MUNCHIES • SALADS
     B.G. Transit 
    “Public transportation for everyone” 
                  Need a ride?  
             Call B.G. Transit 
     One-hour advanced reservation required 
           
   OHIO RELAY NETWORK:  1-800-750-0750 
   
   For fares and other information call 419.354.6203 





RENTING FOR  
2021/2022 
3, 2, 1 bedrooms 
and efficiencies still available! 
CHECK US OUT ON FACEBOOK , YOUTUBE AND INSTAGRAM
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL
1045 N. Main St. Bowling Green
info@meccabg.com • www.meccabg.com
419.353.5800
M E C C A
MANAGEMENT, INC.
   
STOP IN TO TAKE A VIRTUAL TOUR 
GET A LISTING | PUT DOWN A DEPOSIT
Foxwood Manor Heinzsite        High Pointe Village        










Ryan Dick | Reporter
Gov. Mike DeWine announced a 
coronavirus vaccine will arrive around Dec. 
15 and BGSU has begun planning on how to 
move forward.
The university will directly work with 
the Wood County Hospital and the Ohio 
Department of Health to determine the best 
path, BGSU Chief Health Officer Ben Batey 
said.
Vaccine Timing
In terms of who has access to the vaccine 
on campus and when, Batey said it is up to 
the state.
“I don’t know that it’ll necessarily be a 
BGSU decision as much as it will be a state 
decision based on the different (phases),” 
he said.
The draft of Ohio’s COVID-19 Vaccination 
Plan outlines four phases for who would be 
eligible to receive the vaccine and when. The 
phases progress as more vaccines become 
available.           
The first phase excludes the majority of 
people on campus.
The only individuals on campus who 
would be eligible are campus police because 
they are first responders, Batey said.
Starting in January and February, Batey 
said vaccine doses could potentially become 
available for students, faculty and staff with 
medical conditions that place them at a 
higher risk.
During phase two, all faculty and staff 
would gain access to the vaccine because 
teachers and school staff are groups targeted 
by the state during this phase.
During phase three, the vaccine opens up 
to all young adults and children. Phase four 
makes the vaccine available to everyone 
else residing in Ohio who previously did not 
have access.
Once vaccines are more readily available, 
Batey said the university will create 
COVID-19 vaccination clinics to facilitate 
the distribution of the vaccine on campus.
BGSU will encourage, but not require, 
all students to take the COVID-19 vaccine, 
Batey said. “We’ve always taken a stance 
here at BGSU around really encouraging 
these healthy behaviors, but staying away 
from mandates,” he said. “But if the state 
would take a different stance, we would 
have to follow suit.”
Even though the university does not plan 
to mandate the vaccine for its students, state 
officials could.
“I think maybe if the state was going to 
go down that road, it would be more for the 
residence hall students,” Batey said. “That’s 
one of those areas that the state has set 
some standards for universities to say, ‘here’s 
how universities have to do things if they 
want to open up and have in-person classes 
and residence halls open.’”
COVID-19 vaccine continued on page 14
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Column: Moving forward from 2020 
Kylie Tusing | Reporter
To say the least, 2020 was a year of chaos. But 
as the year closed we began to see the light. A 
new president-elect, a vaccine for the global 
pandemic and a turning point in which peo-
ple and companies are seeing the end. But 
how do we move forward when we have just 
come out of a brutal year? Taking the lessons 
learned from 2020, here’s how we can:
Appreciate all the moments 
Last spring, I was meant to graduate from 
college in front of my family with my friends 
and diploma in hand. Instead, I graduated 
virtually in my childhood bedroom with my 
pajamas on in the midst of a global pandem-
ic. 2020 was the year that all the big moments 
were taken away from people. The gradua-
tions, weddings, championship games, job 
promotions and the beginning of life and the 
end of it. It was stolen and the world had left 
us to pick up the remains.
It was in the letdown that I realized the 
potential. In the next year, appreciate 
the small moments. Without those, the 
monumental moments would be nothing.
Let 2021 be the year that life is lived in 
between all the small moments and the 
appreciation is as if you are experiencing the 
big ones.
Create goals & be ambitious 
Around this time each year every company, 
influencer and motivational speaker is 
telling you to create goals. Usually, these 
goals end with buying a series of products 
that they themselves have produced. The 
advice here comes free with no additional 
products necessary. Do not be afraid to 
create goals because of the uncertainty on 
what is coming next. Instead, be bold and 
ambitious with every goal that is made. And 
when the opportunities arise to check them 
off, grab them without hesitation.
Last year, I was continuously thinking 
of all the moments that were passed up 
because it “was not the right time.” Let this 
year be different. There is no right time 
to take the internship or start the small 
business or change the major. Life is always 
going to give you reasons on why not to take 
the leap. It is on us to take the chance and 
do it with absolute confidence.
Remember that comparison 
will kill your joy 
Some accomplished much in the midst 
of a global pandemic and others simply 
survived it. The truth that we must accept 
into the new year is that comparison will 
kill your joy. We all coped and handled this 
year differently.
The standards of success and 
accomplishment have progressed into 
oblivion. We are left with ourselves, so do 
not spend that time punishing yourself for 
not being more or doing more. Life gave a 
series of curve balls and you still stepped 
up to the plate. Whether that was getting a 
job, accepting the loss of one, continuing 
with your education despite the increasing 
number of reasons not to or anything 
else. You showed up in a moment that 
absolutely nobody would have blamed you 
not to.
Do not waste time comparing to what 
others have done or what their lives looked 
like. If you spent the year binging Netflix 
series instead of writing a book or learning 
how to bake bread that’s okay because Netflix 
had some pretty great content this year.
Acknowledge the change 
The clock strikes midnight and all of our 
problems do not simply go away. There is 
still a pandemic and time needed to get 
the vaccine out. The expectation of social 
distancing, limited capacity and wearing 
masks still exist. Moving into the new year 
we need to acknowledge that our livelihood 
and normalcy have changed.
We made it out of a year that nobody 
thought we were going to go through and 
if all you did was make it out that is okay. 
Acknowledge the shift in the dynamic of 
what we considered life to be. Then be bold 
enough to create a new normal and way of 
life this year despite feeling as though you 
could not.
2021 is not about getting back the 
moments, memories, accomplishments or 
plans. You survived the hardest times that 
the world has faced in several decades. 2021 
is about moving forward from the ruins and 
rubble of this previous year and shaping 
what seemed broken into a new beginning. 
Entering 2021 will be a series of seasons 
from healing to renewal to rediscovery.
PHOTO VIA  ABC.JPG
“...2020 was a 
year of chaos.”
— Kylie Tusing — 
Reporter
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‘Soul’ evokes mature themes 
with vibrant animation
 Matt Geiger | Entertainment Reporter
In making a film that deals most clearly, with 
the things in life that inspire us or drive our 
passions, Pete Docter seemingly confirms 
that he was born to be one of Pixar’s most 
visionary and unique storytellers.
“Soul,” which is now streaming on 
Disney+, may not feel like the masterstroke 
of his career and the history of the 
animation studio have been building 
up to, but its simple charms, the kind of 
charms that line the innards of Pixar’s very 
best features, make it one of the brightest 
glimmers of cinematic hope to emerge in 
a year as demanding and challenging as 
2020 was.
Following music teacher and aspiring jazz 
pianist Joe Gardner — voiced to perfection 
by Jamie Foxx — as an untimely accident 
separates him from his body and forces him 
to consider what his true purpose in life 
is. “Soul” is held together in spades by its 
breathtaking animation.
The film breathes life into both the streets 
of New York City and the “Great Before,” 
where Joe’s soul attempts to convince a 
snarky, cynical soul known as 22, played by 
career funnywoman Tina Fey, of all the joys 
that life on Earth has to offer.
When compared to Pixar’s earliest short 
films, and even early features like “Toy 
Story” and “A Bug’s Life,” “Soul” is a stunning 
reminder of how far the studio’s animation 
department has come in just a matter of a 
few decades, featuring some of their most 
fully realized, and at times life-like, world-
building animation while balancing it out 
with consistently unique character designs 
that ensure the animation’s verisimilitude 
isn’t too distracting.
Though originally meant for release over 
the summer, the film’s Christmas release 
almost feels more warranted, as it possesses 
a simple but life-affirming message that 
feels tailor-made to close 2020 on a positive, 
thematically melodic note.
Pixar has not shied away from unlocking 
the imaginative potential that comes with 
seeing things from a different perspective, 
but “Soul” reminds the viewer of all the 
magic there is to discover in our everyday 
lives. As co-writers and directors, Pete 
Docter and Kemp Powers go the extra mile 
by imbuing Joe’s journey of self-discovery 
with organic and engaging dialogue that 
makes him and those he interacts with feel 
like the kind of people any one of us could 
meet at any point in our lives.
These realistic interactions, in turn, 
make the film’s representation feel all the 
more rewarding. Owing to animation’s long 
history of racism and insensitive stereotypes 
associated with characters of African 
descent, particularly on the part of their 
parent company Disney, Pixar’s recent trend 
towards telling diverse stories of varying 
but proud cultures in both their feature and 
short films is fully reinforced here.
Despite his monumental status as Pixar’s 
first African-American protagonist, Joe is 
still, well, an average joe. In fact, there is 
not a single discussion of race in the film, 
proving that the characters can transcend 
the color of their skin to become identifiable 
in the eyes of anyone. They are still real 
people with an acute awareness of where 
they are in life and what direction they want 
their lives to go.
The sophistication of both the animation 
and the characters has, in itself, been a trend 
that has allowed Pixar to hit their stride in 
the last few years as they continue to tread 
new ground with ambitious, risky stories 
that are too mature in tone or difficult in 
execution to attract other branches of the 
Walt Disney Company. The studio may be 
up for the job, but that level of maturity only 
reaches so far, and “Soul,” unfortunately, is 
a film that may ultimately prove to be too 
mature for younger viewers, to whom Pixar 
has gained a reputation for catering to while 
also telling layered and emotional stories 
with unique, identifiable concepts.
The best Pixar films can be enjoyed by 
entire families, but this film, more often 
than not, possesses thematic elements 
regarding pre-existence and the afterlife that 
are likely to only resonate with seasoned 
viewers who have had major life experiences 
while growing up with the studio’s films at 
their disposal. Despite Pixar’s everlasting 
quest to explain these ideas in a way that 
children can appreciate, “Soul” is just a bit 
too big for its britches, as it merely skims the 
surface of what these ideas mean and what 
they represent in the eyes of those who will 
eventually be forced to confront them.
GRAPHIC VIA DEADLINE.COM
Visit bgfalconmedia.com for more.
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PEOPLEON 
THESTREET
How did you spend your 
winter break?
JEREMY DAVIDSON
Freshman  | Forensic Biology
EMILY RITCHIE
Freshman  | Biochemistry
 HALLE PATTON 
Freshman | Inclusive Early Childhood
LUKE WELLS
 Freshman | AYA Education
“ Just working. 
I work at a 
nursing home 
back home, 







“ I worked, 
I slept and 
I played 
saxophone..”
Music worth waiting for
5 artists to watch in 2021
RC  | Entertainment Editor
Wow. 2020 was quite a year, am I right? One 
of those years that really makes you wet your 
knickers and rethink life decisions. Luckily, 
there was music to help keep us somewhat 
sane throughout. With grand releases from 
the likes of Fiona Apple, Run The Jewels, 
Taylor Swift and so many more, quarantine 
ended up bringing out the best in so many 
artists. Now, with a new year and a still-
raging pandemic happening, it’s time to look 
forward to some of the releases that might 
appear in the next 12 months. Here are five 
of the most anticipated albums for 2021.
Lorde
Another artist who released a critically 
acclaimed album in 2017 with “Melodrama,” 
Lorde has kept a relatively low profile since 
the release of her sophomore effort. Luckily, 
Lorde teased something was coming in 2021 
during a string of Instagram posts, so the 
millions of teenagers that grew up listening 
to her will finally get something to dive into 
during their early 20’s.
Frank Ocean
Frank Ocean spent the 2010s being as 
elusive an artist as pop culture has ever 
seen. Much like the aforementioned 
Kendrick Lamar, Mr. Ocean dropped two 
of the most critically acclaimed albums of 
the decade in 2012’s “channel ORANGE” 
and 2016’s “blonde.” Now, five years after 
“blonde,” the anticipation for a new Frank 
Ocean album has reached a fever pitch. Will 
this finally be the year that Ocean rewards 
his loyal fanbase? Only time will tell.
PHOTO BY CELEBS JOURNEY
PHOTO BY SHANI THORPE
“Now, with a new 
year and a still-raging 
pandemic happening, it’s 
time to look forward to 
some of the releases that 
might appear in the next 
12 months.”
— RC — 
Entertainment Editor 
Kendrick Lamar
One of the most celebrated artists of his 
generation, Kendrick Lamar dropped two 
of the most acclaimed albums of the 2010s 
back-to-back in the form of 2012’s “good 
kid, m.A.A.d city” and 2015’s “To Pimp 
a Butterfly.” Now, after “DAMN.” being 
another success for him in 2017, fans are 
eagerly anticipating how the rapper will look 
to reinvent himself this time around.
Rihanna
Similar to Frank Ocean, Rihanna hasn’t 
released a full-length LP since 2016’s 
“ANTI.” The amount of anticipation that 
has grown amongst fans in that subsequent 
time. Having been one of the most famous 
people on the planet for over a decade now, 
whatever Rihanna decides to release will be 
well worth the listen.
Adele
Adele fans have waited longer than anyone 
else on this list for an album. Having not 
released a full length LP since 2015’s “25,” 
Adele fans have waited six whole years for a 
new project from the pop star. If 2021 is the 
year that Adele decides to release, as well 
as every other potential album on this list, 
everyone will breathe a sigh of relief. n
— B O W L I N G  G R E E N —
We invite you to worship with us  
and look forward to meeting you soon!
SUNDAYS / 10AM 




H2OCHURCHBG     H2OCHURCH.COM
to nd and follow Jesus with us
Sundays 10:00am
www.firstbaptistbg.com
749 S. Wintergarden rd.
phone: 419-352-0417 315 S. College Dr. (2 blocks from campus) | stmarksbg.org
In Christ, 




8:30am, 9:45am, and 11am
go to stmarksbg.org for updates
campus ministry 






Fellowship and  
discussion via Zoom
Email: Rector@Saint-Timothy.net  
for the link
For more info, find Episcopal Bridges on Facebook 
ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH | 1505 E. Wooster at Mercer 
Sunday Service at 10 am
Bridges-Episcopal Campus Ministry at BGSU
F irst Baptist Church of Bowling Green opened their doors in 1880 on Oak Street 
as an independent local church, 
looking to serve the people of 
Bowling Green.
140 years later, First Baptist of 
Bowling Green is still strong in 
their faith and service. In 1969, they 
moved to 749 South Wintergarden 
Road where they currently reside.
“It is unique for a church to be in 
existence that long in Bowling Green,” 
Pastor Tom Mullins said. “We are a 
church that is 140 years new, meaning 
we are going through a replanting 
process.”
Coronavirus has allowed the church 
to start fresh and reflect. Although 
many of their church services and 
celebrations have been moved 
online, they have been able to start 
renovations that usually would not 
have happened with a full church.
First Baptist Church of Bowling Green’s 
plans for 2021 involves reaching out to 
students and increasing diversity. Their 
theme for 2021 is “Unity in Diversity 
in Adversity”. To kick it off, they are 
hosting a series about ethnic diversity. 
The first one is on January 17.
“I will be preaching how the Bible talks 
about ethnic diversity and celebrates 
differences,” Pastor Mullins said.
First Baptist Church of Bowling Green 
also welcomes students who may be 
looking for a multigenerational church. 
There are people of all ages, from 
children to the elderly, who come to 
First Baptist Church of Bowling Green 
and it can be beneficial because life is 
full of all kinds of people. Pastor Mullins 
recommends that attending Sunday 
morning church services are a good 
place to start for students and the public 
who are looking to get involved.
Students can also become involved 
with the church through service 
opportunities. First Baptist Church of 
Bowling Green is looking for people to 
serve on their Tech Team, Worship Team, 
Hospitality Team, Social Committee, 
Maintenance Team, Nursery Team, 
GLOW Kids Team, Outreach Team, and 
Discipleship Path Team.
Their mission is to reach Bowling Green 
with the message and ministry of 
Jesus. First Baptist Church has church 
every Sunday at 10 A.M. Currently, 
the church service is in person at 
low capacity and is also streamed 
online on their Facebook page (@
FirstBaptistBGOH). They also have two 
life groups and one ladies group that 
meet weekly socially distanced.
“Despite coronavirus, we still have guests 
come to church every week,” Pastor 
Mullins said. “We are grateful to have 
a space where we can spread out and 
practice social distancing. We are also 
thankful to be able to offer the option of 
watching church online at home.”
All services and events are subjected 
to change depending on coronavirus. 
For more information and coronavirus 
updates, visit their website at 
firstbaptistbg.com, and their social 
media: Facebook (@FirstBaptistBGOH), 
Twitter (@FirstBaptistBG), and 
Instagram (firstbaptistbowlinggreen).
Our mission is to reach Bowling Green  
with the message and ministry of Jesus.
— B O W L I N G  G R E E N —
Church Directory
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319 E. Wooster Street | Across from Taco Bell 
Monday to Friday - 8:30 to 5:30 | Saturday - 9:00 to 3:00
419.352.6553  | www.johnnewloverealestate.com
n Close to Campus 
n Apartments - Efficiencies 1& 2 Bedroom
n Furnished/Unfurnished
n 3-4 Bedroom Houses 
n Pets allowed at some locations




IN OUR RENTAL OFFICE
OR ONLINE  
JOHN NEWLOVE  
R E A L  E S T A T E ,  I N C .
WELCOME BACK!
319 E. WOOSTER ST.              BOWLING GREEN
419-352-6553







WE HAVE WHAT YOU WANT!
Contact our office now to schedule a tour!
Your Local Fair Housing Office: 
 
304 N. Church Street 





APRIL IS FAIR HOUSING MONTH! 
Fair Housing Is Your Right.  Use It. 
 
The solution to housing discrimination starts with 
you.  If you have been trying to buy or rent a house 
or apartment and you believe your rights have been 
violated, contact HUD or your local fair housing 
office.  The Fair Housing Act prohibits housing 
discrimination because of race, color, sex, religion, 
national origin, familial status or disability. 
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COVID-19 has changed 
international student enrollment nationwide
Kerstie Shaw | Reporter
The coronavirus pandemic, its policies 
and complications that followed has set 
international student enrollment on the 
decline, according to a November 2020 
AP News article. International students 
from BGSU are faced with similar difficult 
decisions.
When the pandemic first hit the U.S. 
in early spring 2020, BGSU international 
students made the decision to return to 
their home countries and take classes 
online. According to Marcia Salazar-
Valentine, the executive director of BGSU’s 
International Programs and Partnerships, 
48 current international students did not 
return to campus for the fall semester, but 
chose to take online classes abroad instead. 
Nearly 40 more incoming international 
students made the same choice.
The choices were not easy ones, and 
in some cases, it wasn’t entirely up to the 
students.
“The students who would have come 
in the fall to our campus could not make 
it due to the closing or restricted opening 
of American consulates all over the world, 
which made getting a student visa either 
impossible or greatly delayed setting up 
visa interviews,” Salazar-Valentine said. “In 
addition, this year the United States banned 
and later allowed individuals from certain 
countries hit by COVID like China, Brazil 
and some European countries from entering 
the country.”
According to a survey by the Institute of 
International Education, U.S. colleges and 
universities saw a 16% drop in the total 
number of international students enrolled 
for the fall term.
But, the pandemic is not the only factor 
involved in the decline of international 
students across the country. Updated 
student visa policies and rising competition 
from other countries have aided the past 
few years’ drop in enrollment numbers.
Salazar-Valentine discussed the delays 
and denials in the visa application process, 
as well as the competition from other 
English-speaking countries that are more 
accessible to international students. Canada 
and Australia are among those investing in 
attracting more foreign students. She also 
cites factors like cost of tuition and changes 
in immigration policies that are perceived as 
unwelcoming.
“The pandemic will add to this trend until 
international travel is made safe again,” she 
said. “However, enrollment will be restored 
at some point, as the United States is still 
an attractive destination to international 
students.”
While BGSU did see a drop in new 
international student enrollment 
this semester, the overall number of 
international students was up from last year. 
The number of new students was cut by over 
half, down to 124 from last year’s 250. The 
downtrend is consistent with institutions 
across the country.
However, BGSU’s number of continuing 
international students rose by nearly 200. 
Salazar-Valentine attributes this success 
to a program in China, where fall semester 
students took classes online. The University 
enrolled a total of 684 international students 
in fall 2020, compared to 623 in fall 2019.
In total, at least 85 current and new 
international students took classes online 
from abroad. The new learning mode was 
a change for the students, who typically 
come to the U.S. to pursue their degrees. 
Among those returning students who faced 
a change in learning mode was Katie Ho, 
a junior supply chain management and 
business analytics major from Vietnam.
International student enrollment 
continued on page 10
“... enrollment will 
be restored at some 
point, as the United 
States is still an 
attractive destination to 
international students.”
— Marcia Salazar-Valentine — 
Executive Director of BGSU’s International 
Programs and Partnerships
BG NEWS January 13, 2021  |  PAGE 9
G R A D U AT E ,  FA C U LT Y,  A N D  S TA F F  H O U S I N G
Located on BGSU’s campus • Fully furnished • Academic year and summer housing agreements 
Individual housing agreements • All-inclusive rates begin at $640 per person
1515 E Wooster St. Bowling Green, OH 43402
www.falconlandingbg.com • 419-806-4478 • falconlanding@bgsu.edu
facebook.com/falconlanding/          falconlandingbgsu           falconlandingbg
 
B E L O N G . S TA N D  O U T. G O  FA R . A  P U B L I C  U N I V E R S I T Y  F O R  T H E  P U B L I C  G O O D .
®
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Sunday
10 AM to 6 PM
Monday - Saturday







Monday - Saturday 
9am-9pm 
Sunday 
10am - 6pm 
 
1058 N. Main St. 




*Home Décor  
*Furniture  
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When campus shut down in March 2020, 
Ho wanted to stay in the U.S. until the end 
of the semester. Her family convinced her 
to come home because of the worsening 
situation in the U.S. and the increasing 
likelihood of border closures.
“I bought the ticket three days after the 
campus was shut down. Luckily, I got back 
to my home country two days before the 
country border was closed,” Ho said.
Had she not returned home, Ho would 
have been stuck in the U.S. for the whole 
summer, if not longer. Flights from other 
countries into Vietnam were banned shortly 
after she arrived.
While border closures and the condition 
of the U.S. brought her home, there were 
other factors that kept her there for the fall.
“First, there were less than 500 cases 
in my country at that time, so it was safer 
for me to stay here,” Ho said. “Second, if I 
decide to return to the BGSU campus, it will 
cost more money on housing and other stuff 
as well as inconvenience when I want to go 
somewhere because I do not have a car.”
The only downside Ho found to online 
classes is the 12-hour time difference 
between Vietnam and Ohio.
She does not think she will have trouble 
returning to BGSU’s campus next year. All 
she needs is a new signature on her I-20 
Form, also known as the Certificate of 
Eligibility for Nonimmigrant Student Status. 
This document, as well as a student visa, is 
required for all foreign students coming to 
the U.S. to study.
“I still wonder if I should stay here for one 
more semester or get back to campus,” Ho 
said.
Nikolija Katanic, a junior Supply Chain 
Management major and BGSU Women’s 
Volleyball player from Serbia, had a slightly 
different experience. Although she went 
home in March, she returned to campus in 
the summer, and is remaining in Bowling 
Green through the spring semester.
“When COVID-19 shut down the campus 
in March, I had two options: to stay here for 
a little longer and see if things are going to 
get better or go fly out of Detroit and be with 
my family,” Katanic said.
With the large rise in case numbers, and 
advice from BGSU Volleyball Head Coach 
Danijela Tomic to go home and be with 
loved ones, Katanic’s decision was simple.
The possibility of a volleyball season in 
the fall made her choice to return to Bowling 
Green in the summer just as easy.
“COVID didn’t have an impact on my 
return to campus this semester because the 
volleyball team was starting with training 
again and I needed to come back for it,” she 
said. “I was anxious to be back.”
While the competition slate was pushed 
to the spring of 2021, the team was still 
able to prepare through the fall semester. 
Katanic’s original plan was to head home to 
Serbia for the winter break and come back 
to Bowling Green at the end of December.
But with new travel advisories and 
high case numbers in the small European 
country, she had to rethink her decision.
Katanic renewed her student visa while 
home for the summer, and has a valid I-20 
Form, which allowed her to avoid most 
complications while traveling back to the 
U.S. in July. But she thinks a trip home now 
would hold too many unknowns.
“The situation in my home country isn’t 
good right now, and that contributed to my 
decision of staying in Bowling Green for this 
break,” Katanic said. “Another big reason 
was a possibility of me not being able to 
come back to the States. I couldn’t take that 
risk considering that the volleyball season is 
coming up.”
Salazar-Valentine mentioned the extra 
layer of stress that dealing with a pandemic 
away from home added for students.
“All in all, this has been a difficult year for 
prospective and continuing international 
students,” she said.
International student enrollment continued from page 8
Read the rest at bgfalconmedia.com
“I still wonder if I should 
stay here for one more 
semester or get back to 
campus,”
— Katie Ho — 
International Student
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Kyle Hallock: From MLB to BG
Jordan Moening | Reporter
Kyle Hallock used to fly fastballs past 
hitters in the MLB, and now he is coaching 
the Falcons to fly to new heights on the 
baseball field.
Hallock, who spent time with the 
Houston Astros following college at Kent 
State, was named head coach of the BGSU 
baseball team in June. His appointment 
came after the retirement of Danny 
Schmitz, who served as head coach of the 
Falcons for over 30 years.
As Hallock prepared to lead the Falcons, 
he almost didn’t have a team. The baseball 
program had been cut earlier in the spring 
in response to budget cuts related to the 
pandemic. Through support from athletic 
donors and baseball alumni, the program 
was reinstated.  
“Once we got the team back, it was full 
steam ahead,” Hallock said.
Hallock said he spent many hours at 
Biggby Coffee on Wooster Street during the 
summer with Associate Head Coach Ryan 
Shay making plans. 
“We were trying to decide who would be 
the best fit on this team and then doing our 
“Everything he does 
is trying to get me 
to be the baseball 
player and person 
that I am, and he 
is always trying to 
steer me in the 
right direction.”
— Gage Schenk — 
BGSU pitcher
best to make sure the best guys are coming 
here,” he said.
Gage Schenk, a starting pitcher for the 
Falcons, said, “From the season getting 
canceled, to not having a team and now 
Hallock being the head coach, it really was a 
rollercoaster of emotions.”
Schenk said the transition from Schmitz to 
Hallock wasn’t a huge change for him since 
he had worked with Hallock for the past two 
years when Hallock was the pitching coach 
under Schmitz. Hallock still works with the 
pitchers at practice like usual.
“Everything he does is trying to get me to 
be the baseball player and person that I am, 
and he is always trying to steer me in the 
right direction,” Schenk said.
Hallock said he would need to get used 
to the amount of resources available at 
BGSU. He started off his coaching career 
as a pitching coach at Division II Malone 
University in Canton, Ohio.
“You wear a lot of hats at that level by 
doing the strength and conditioning, the 
drills, warmups,” he said.  “(At BGSU), you 
have the personnel to do that, and they do a 
fantastic job.”
Hallock said part of the success of a team 
is making sure to recruit players who feel 
like they are part of the program and not 
just a player.
“It’s about the right kids and families to 
see if it’s going to be a great fit,” Hallock said. 
“There is a scoreboard on at practice every 
day, so there is a winner or loser every day to 
motivate them competitively.”
Schenk said Hallock has been an 
amazing mentor. 
“Obviously through the baseball aspect 
he has been through, so our goal of getting 
drafted and going to the big leagues, he 
has done that, and he is a great mentor for 
that,” Schenk said. 
Hallock summed up his philosophy as 
“good pitching and good defense.”
According to the BGSU athletic website, 
as pitching coach during his first season in 
2019, Hallock’s pitching staff ranked in the 
top five in the MAC in ERA with a 5.43 and 
fewest hits allowed at 482. They allowed just 
298 runs, which ranked second in the league.
“If we pitch well, and we can stop them 
defensively, then they can’t score any runs,” 
he said. “The really good championship 
teams that I am a part of have had good 
pitching and defense.”
Hallock said he thinks players would 
describe him as “fair and honest.”
“I hope that the players see me this way 
from where they are standing at all times 
and in what drills we are doing,” he added. 
“And hopefully, they see it as fair and direct 
because these are the things we need to get 
down for us to win.”
Schenk said Hallock is a hardworking and 
dedicated person and coach. “He is someone 
who would do anything for us,” Schenk said. 
“It’s just an everyday thing; he doesn’t stop. 
He is always texting us and checking up on 
us at all hours of the night making sure we’re 
okay and helping us succeed.”
Hallock, who is originally from Sandusky, 
is a father of two sons named Keegan and 
Klay. His favorite sport and main hobby is 
golf, outside of being the head coach for 
the Falcons, although not surprising as it’s 
another ball he can watch fly.
PHOTO BY BGSU ATHLETIC COMMUNICATIONS GRAPHIC VIA  PNG PLAY
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BGSU assistant coaches thriving at their 
alma mater 
Connor Spencer | Reporter
Some people will never get the chance to 
coach where they once played, regardless 
of the sport. But when these circumstances 
align, it can mean a lot knowing you get to 
go back to a place that meant a lot to you. 
Bowling Green Men’s basketball team 
hired Assistant Basketball Coach Steve 
Wright on June 4, 2020.
Wright said it meant a lot to him because 
he was able to give back to the players and 
community he was a part of in 2002. He 
formally played as a Falcon from 2002-06 
under head coach Dan Dakich. He then 
played at Northern Kentucky for one final 
season. Wright also played professionally 
overseas in Germany and Finland for 
several years.
Assistant Coach Brandon Watkins was 
another addition brought onto the Bowling 
Green staff. 
Wright said, “We are both high energy 
guys who played the game at a high level, 
being that both of us played in Germany 
around the same time. We’re also highly 
defensive minded guys.”
These new coaches come from different 
coaching and playing backgrounds, yet 
they have similar coaching philosophies. 
This may set up Bowling Green basketball 
for success with the returning coaches, 
especially considering how well the program 
has done recently.
Wright’s impact with the team can already 
be seen during the early season practices 
despite the tricky circumstances.
Jacob Barrett, the men’s basketball 
graduate assistant said, “One thing I’ve 
noticed from him is the way he takes guys 
on the side and coaches them individually 
as well as his willingness to put in extra work 
with players individually after practice.”
Coach Wright is already helping players 
prepare this season by becoming the best 
they can be.  He also is trying to make an 
impact that will be seen beyond Bowling 
Green.
“Guys on the current roster have 
ambitions, and our experience 
professionally brings the dynamic to the 
team to help guys reach goals of playing at 
the next level,” Wright said.
Not only is Wright impacting the players, 
but is also influencing the staff.
“Coach Wright comes into practice with 
a great energy and attitude every day. 
You can tell he’s excited when he comes 
into work and it has an effect on not only 
players, but the rest of the staff too,” Parker 
Settle, director of operations for men’s 
basketball said.
Wright hopes to help this team achieve 
everything they want.  The two new coaches 
bring a fresh dynamic they believe can 
help the current roster of players and the 
future ones. The combined experiences and 
similar coaching philosophies are set to 
help the Falcons make yet another run at a 
MAC title and beyond.
PHOTO BY NORTHERN ILLINOIS ATHLETIC COMMUNICATIONSCaption: Assistant Coach Brandon Watikins
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Students’ Reactions
Regardless, some students at the 
university already plan to be vaccinated.
“If there’s an opportunity that this could 
be beneficial to us, especially on this 
campus, I think I would take it,” freshman 
Giovanni Castiglione said.
Freshman Robbie Reed said he would take 
it right away because he wants to stay on 
campus.
Other students are more hesitant to get 
vaccinated.
Freshman Mikayla Collins said she plans 
to take the vaccine but not immediately.
“I think I’m going to wait a couple months 
after it comes out just to see how other 
people are reacting to it,” she said.
Junior Zachary Wyman said, “As long as 
the scientific community has a consensus 
in a majority, I would be more comfortable. 
I just don’t feel safe taking something that is 
being rushed. Also, we don’t know the side 
effects yet.”
Development of the Vaccine
Batey said while the development time 
took less than a year, he wasn’t surprised. 
“That’s very quick for a new vaccine on 
the market, but on the other hand, there’s 
research that was already happening around 
coronavirus strains.”
According to The Washington Post, 
developing messenger RNA vaccines like the 
Pfizer and Moderna candidates has been 
fast because scientists were able to start 
their work before there was a known case 
of COVID-19 in this country, using the viral 
genome shared online.
Batey said, “They were actually able to 
take those years of research and build upon 
them. It wasn’t like they were just starting 
from scratch.”
Campus Protocols  
During Spring Semester
The arrival of a vaccine doesn’t mean 
students get to throw away that face mask 
just yet.
Batey said the university will not likely 
see any changes to COVID-19 protocols 
this spring because widespread vaccine 
availability isn’t anticipated until closer to 
April or May.
“It probably won’t be until this summer 
when we start to see much wider levels of 
vaccination and people having immunity 
across Bowling Green and Wood County in 
Ohio, to where we can really start to drop 
some of the protocols,” he said. “It’s going to 
be a very slow and gradual process.”
The main reason for this is because 
vaccines take multiple weeks to work, and 
two doses of the vaccine are needed for it to 
be fully effective.
Deborah Fuller, a vaccine expert at 
the University of Washington, told the 
Associated Press the first shot of a COVID-19 
vaccine could create a small amount 
of protection within a couple of weeks, 
meaning people who get infected might not 
get as sick as they otherwise would. But full 
protection could take up to two weeks after 
the second shot — or about six weeks after 
the first shot.
COVID-19 vaccine continued from page 2
Read the rest at bgfalconmedia.com
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BG NEWS January 13, 2021  |  PAGE 16
  1. Indian monetary unit
  2. Utilizers
  3. Type of cap
  4. S
  5. Cowardly
  6. Fertile area in a desert
  7. 8 in Roman numerals
  8. Covetously
  9. Type of whiskey
10. Main course
11. Eighty (archaic)
12. A temple (archaic)
13. Outbuilding
18. Extreme









33. Study of words
34. Saw
37. Stage











51. Away from the wind
53. Corrosive
56. Historic period
57. Frozen water 1. Yokel
 5. Concealment







21. 58 in Roman numerals
22. Made a mistake
23. Demesnes
25. Fertile areas
27. A large vase
28. Surmises
















54. Destroy the inside of
55. Found in some lotions
56. Squadron
58. Lower limbs
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Wild Pie opens on campus
Hallie Riley | Campus Editor
Wild Pie, an original BGSU Dining Brand, 
officially opened in the Kreischer Sundial on 
Thursday night and students were eager to 
try it.
After there was a violation in the franchise 
agreement between BGSU Dining and 
Marco’s Pizza, students were told that the 
well-known pizza company would soon be 
replaced by an original BGSU Dining Brand 
in the spring.
“Marco’s has great products, and I liked 
having them on campus, but I think the 
fun part will be what we can do since it’s 
our own concept,” BGSU Dining Director 
of Marketing and Communications Jon 
Zachrich said.
For example, Wild Pie has collaborated 
with The Killer Brownie Company to add a 
new dessert option onto the menus.
“We’re starting with two of the brownies. 
We can also kind of rotate in maybe a new 
flavor depending on the season. Even 
though we’re kinda leaving the holiday 
season . . . I know one of the big ones they 
have is a peppermint ganache brownie,” 
Zachrich said.
While several students were huge fans 
of Marco’s cinnasquares, he believes that 
the brownie addition will become just as 
popular. In addition to the new menu item, 
Zachrich and his team have explored the 
idea of selling brownies with milk in the 
future as well.
Zachrich also noted that another feature 
of having an original brand is having the 
opportunity to tailor the food toward the 
students. 
“We have a lot more flexibility with our 
menu, we can really get creative. So then 
we can try things, see what students like,” 
he said.
Before classes ended last fall, BGSU Dining 
set up a few taste testings and surveys to get 
students’ first impressions of the food.
“It’s really weird because . . .  the thing we 
heard a lot of was that it’s just so different 
than Marco’s but still we got really good 
marks when it comes down to how it tastes . 
. . the wings and the boneless wings got good 
marks to those surveys . . . but it’s just so 
different like comparing apples and oranges” 
said Zachrich.
Wild Pie will be closed at the Falcon’s Nest 
until Jan. 14, when it will be open seven 
days a week from 5 p.m. to midnight, until 
Jan. 24. The Kreischer Sundial location is 
temporarily closed until Jan. 25. n
